WHO WAS FIRST?  

It is interesting to know who was the first to introduce / develop the first product/ technology  which has formed the root for today's technology. 

Sl.No.
First Item
Product Name
Company / Person
Remarks / Year

1
The first PC kit
Scelbi-8H
Scelbi Computer Consulting
Based on Intel 8008; 1973

2
The first product of Microsoft
BASIC
Microsoft
For MITs Altair 8800- a PC based on Intel 8080

3
First true IBM PC clone
-
Columbia Data Products
-

4
First Multimedia PC
Commodore Amiga 1000
Commodore
Motorola 68000 based;1985

· Had graphics, sound & video

· Has multi-tasking

· Used chipset Amiga Agnes/Denise/Paula

5
First OS running on multiple  machines of different architecture.
CP/M
Gary Kildall
Year 1974;Control program for Microcomputers (CP/M)

6
First PIM(Personal Information Manager)
Sidekick 1.0
Boreland International
1984;Popup notepad, calendar, and calculator

7
First EPROM
Intel 1702
INTEL
1971; Capacity 128 bytes

8
First Commercial DRAM
Intel 1103
INTEL
Year 1970

9
First General purpose Microprocessor
Intel 4004
INTEL
1971;108 KHz; 0.06 MIPS; 23000 Transistors

10
First widely used traffic controller chip
Intel 8080
INTEL
1974

11
First CISC processor with superscalar architecture
Pentium
INTEL
-

12
First RISC system with “Open” RISC architecture
SPARC
Sun Microsystems
1987

13
First Chip with GUI acceleration and VGA Compatibility
S3 911
S3
1991

14
First PCI bus Chipset
Intel Mercury



15
First truly scaleable applications development platform
Oracle SQL

(Structured Query Language)
ORACLE
1970

16
First Intelligent Modem
Hayes Smart Modem

Had memory; execute commands; 1981

17
First Ethernet card for PC
3COM Etherlink 
3COM
1982

18
First router(s)
CISCO AGS multiprotocol router or proteon  Multiprotocol Gateway
CISCO
Cisco’s AGS supports TCP/IP and PUP; Proteon’s mutli-protocol gateway supports ARP, Chaosnet, TCP/IP and PUP

19
First multivendor Network Management System
Openview
HP
1988

20
First Intelligent wiring Hub
Access/One
Ungermann-Bass
Management Capabilities

21
First tool for developing & troubleshooting LANs
The Sniffer
Network General
1989

22
First LAN adapter for Notebook PC
Xircom Pocket Ethernet Adapter

A small box plugged in the parallel port

23
First internet tool for Layman
Mosaic Browser
NCSA(National Centre for supercomputing Applications), University of Illinois
Helps non-technical people weave their way through webs of information

24
Oldest LAN
Octopus
Lawrence Livermore Laboratory,California


25
First System Using Packet broadcasting radio network
ALOHANET
University of Hawai
1970;based on HP2100 minicomputer as the central communication processor

26
First mass produced minicomputer
PDP-8
DEC
50,000 units sold in its 5-year life;1965

27
First Stored Program Computer
Mark-I

1948;CRT tube as main memory.

28
First Stack-based computer
8500
Burroughs


29
First bit Sliced

(microprogramm-able processor)
Intel 3000
INTEL
1978

30
First System with Virtual memory
Atlas



31
First commercial associative array processor
STARANS
Goodyear Aerospace corporation for USAF
1972

32
First online airline reservation system
SABRE I
IBM & American airlines
1960; a central system with 2000 terminals.

33
First fault tolerant system
STAR(Self-test & repair)
Jet Propulation Laboratory
1969; prototype for realtime  satellite control computer.

34
First modulary expandable system
Tandem 16
Tandem Computer Inc.
Nonstop operation by reconfiguring the system components/modules;16 computers interconnected via Dynabus,1974

35
First ESS(Electronic Switching System)
No.1 ESS
Morris IL Bell System
1959; provides commercial telephone service

36
First language based computer

(hardware replacement for software)
SYMBOL
Fairchild
1964; has 8 dedicated processors

37
First single chip calculator
SR-16 based on TMS 1000
Texas Instruments
1974; 4-bit; 1 kb ROM; 64 x 4 RAM

38
First computing calculator
HP9100A
HP
1968

39
First microprocessor


Intel 8008 & Intel 4004
INTEL
8008 is 8-bit chip for binary arithmetic;4004 is 4-bit chip for BCD arithmetic;1972

40
IBM’s first minicomputer
IBM 1401
IBM
1962

41
First real time computer
CDC160
CDC
1960

42
First high performance minicomputer family
PDP-11
DEC (Digital Equipment Corporation)
1970

43
First high speed computer family
CDC 6600, 7600 and  

CYBER
CDC (Control Data Corporation)
1963

44
First Electronic Computer by IBM
701
IBM
1953

45
First IC

Texas Instruments
1958

46
First Commercial Modem
Dataphone
Bell Labs
1960

47
First Floppy Disk Drive
8-inch FDD
IBM
1971

48
First Commercial Packet switching network
Telnet

1975; Non-military equivalent of ARPAnet

49
First Commercial Vector processor
CRAY 1

1976

50
First Hard disk drive for microcomputers
ST-506
Seagate Technology
1980

51
First PC with GUI
Star
Xerox
1981

52
First Portable Computer
Osborne 1
Adam Osborne
1981

53
First 3 1/2- inch Floppy Disk Drive

Sony
1981

54
First CD-ROM

Philips
1985

55
First plug-and-play bus for PCs
MCA
IBM
1987; in IBM PS/2 system. 

56
First 64-bit processor for PCs
Itanium
INTEL
2000

57
First Mechanical Digital Computer
Analytical Engine
Charles Babbage
1833

58
First Electronic Digital Computer
ABC
John V.Atansoff
1937-1942

59
First General Purpose Computer
Univac 1
Sperry Univac
1952

