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Winsome Windswept Canada

This report provides a detailed look at Canada, the world's second largest nation if you include the ice. It outlines all aspects of this great nation, from its climate to its land regions to its economy and culture. 

Unfortunately, I composed this report very late at night. I regret that, chiefly because this report is quite skimpy and doesn't cover winsome windswept Canada to near the extend that it should. Oh well. Perhaps I'll be able to do a better job next time.

Geography

Most geographers divide Canada into six land regions, as follows: Appalachian, Great Lakes Lowlands, Canadian Shield, Hudson Bay Lowlands, Western Interior Plains, and the Artctic Islands. Each is described below.

Appalachian

This region is the northernmost region of the Appalachian Mountains. It comprises Newfoundland and Nova Scotia.

Great Lakes Lowlands

The nation's smallest region, this one comprises the land on the St. Lawrence River, southwest as far as the City of Quebec.

Canada Is a Heck of a Place

Canada is a wonderful country. No doubt about it. I should tell you about a visit I made there several years ago. Oh, those Canucks!

Canadian Shield

This region covers fully half of the country. It includes the center of the country as well as Hudson Bay and the Northwest Territories. Why it is called the Canadian Shield no one knows.

Hudson Bay Lowlands

This rocky, wet region along the Churchill River in Manitoba to the Nottaway River in Quebec.

Western Interior Plains

This is the Canadian breadbasket. Most of the nation's wheat is grown here. It extends from the northeast corner of British Columbia through Manitoba to Saskatchewan and Alberta.

Arctic Islands

This is the northernmost region, the land of the Eskimos, where polar bears roam and few people travel. Most of the world's ice cubes are manufactured here.

Economy

Canada is rich in natural resources and mineral wealth. It boasts many fine universities and has a well-educated populace. By any standard, Canada is a prosperous country.

Manufacturing

Manufacturing represents the bulk of the Canadian economy. The leading manufacturing industry is the production of paper and paper pulp. Much of the newsprint used in the United States originates in Canada. Second to paper is the production of automobiles, and after that is steel and iron.

Agriculture

Canada has over 400,000 farms and is one of the world's leading producers of oats, wheat, and barley. Dairy products, as well as cattle and hogs, are also produced in abundance in Canada.

Mining

The Canadian Rockies are one of the most mineral-rich regions in the world. Copper, ilmenite, lead, zinc, iron ore, and lead are mined. 

Other Industries

Other leading industries include forestry, fishing, fur, and electrical power. Canada is indeed a mighty powerhouse of industry, and one can't help but wonder how prosperous the nation would be if the majority of the place weren't under snow and ice all year round.

Government

Canada has a federal form of government similar to that of the United States. Only instead of states, the country has provinces. Provinces have their own governments and a certain amount of autonomy, although much power is in the hands of the central government.

Canada is lead by the Prime Minister, who is the leader of the majority party in the House of Commons. Representatives are elected to the House of Commons by popular vote. The national anthem is "O Canada."

The Senate has 102 members. Senators are appointed by the governor-general of each province. Members of the House of Commons serve five year terms, although most Houses don't last more than five years.

History

Like most countries, Canada has a history, too.

Cultural Domination

A lot of Canadians feel kind of squeamish about living next door to cultural monster like the United States. Can you blame them? Those poor Canucks!

Early History

The first Canadians were Indians and they didn't know they were Canadians until the French and the British arrived and told them so.

The Vikings may or may not have reached Canada at the end of the first millennium, but no one is sure about that.

French Rule

The first European to hit Canada was French. His name was Champlain and he explored the St. Lawrence River. Soon thereafter, fur trading became a big deal. Louis XIV, who was fond of fur, made Canada a province of France in 1663. French started settling the place and it became known as New France.

British Rule

In the late 1600s, the British began setting up trading companies in Hudson's Bay. The British also horned in on Nova Scotia, which they said looked quite like Scotland. 

By 1754, the Seven Year's War started (actually it lasted six and a half years). The British won the war and were given Canada. Most the French Canadians were Roman Catholics, which created a problems for the British seeing how Catholics didn't have the right to vote in Britain or its colonies.

Digression: What Could Have Been

In 1777, the United States invaded Canada and attempted to take Quebec as part of its attempt to free itself from British rule. That invasion failed. During the War of 1812, the United States tried unsuccessfully again to invade Canada. Hence the largely successful though nonviolent culture conquest of the last two decades.

Canadians moved westward throughout the 1800s and eventually settled much of the country. Sorry for such a brief history, but it's late at night and I'm feeling quite sleepy.













� Canada is the second biggest country in the world, if you count the ice.


� I once took a wonderful vactation in Vancouver, British Columbia. A beautiful city. Friendly people, too.


� A maple leaf appears on the Canadian flag.
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